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A renaissance Is underway
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WRITING PATTERNS FOR WESTOWN

2. Short Blocks

We wrote Six

URBAN
LAB



2 SHORT BLOCKS
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L ISSUE:

Urban block size has a critical impact on
the life of a city. Research shows that as
block size grows past 200" x 200, the
vitality of street life diminishes.

&t
L
S

cé

~..long blocks tend
almost always to be
phy5/cally self-isolating.”

Jane Jacobs
The Death and Life of Great American Cities

“No vitality, no reason to go
there, traffic, racism, fear.”

Community Voices
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"9 2. SHORT BLOCKS

SOLUTION

| Small blocks are needed throughout
~ Milwaukee. Large blocks need to be broken
- up into smaller, more human-scale parcels.
Find ways to utilize existing alleys or nooks
as public realm spaces. Recreate the
historic street grid when redeveloping
superblock building sites.

N B A AW pmd
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. “Most blocks must be short; that is,
| i streets and opportunities to turn corners
"'} | must be frequent.”

' Jane Jacobs
i The Death and Life of Great American Cities
9




2. SHORT BLOCKS: MELBOURNE
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WRITING PATTERNS FOR WESTOWN

1. Pedestrian Continuity
2. Short Blocks

3. Supporting Streets

4. Big Meets Small

5. Street as a Room

6. Experiential Delight
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LARGE OFFICE USE

Who's done this well?



LARGE OFFICE USE

Oakland
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LARGE OFFICE USE

Oakland

.

Rendering by Steelblue



£ Tk Rt Rt 19 FhcE Fagt 7 FRdt §10% 79 At FACE )

il

l
R

S W=y

e "1

: 2 i :
bo bt 30 ek b b b gbiab ol { meiee, . - . O 4
e L 59 - P - -~ P i ,
? ~ ol :
o A RS IRy RN e - - 15
e T FS I

pe

B
SRS







T
1

dA

-
=
|
==
=
=

3

s |

—

LR BT ) d“-. in
. 1

trength i,

kS t“le S




Pyl AN
HEAMN Wi

.,-
A JASNE ThIX




7
A, o
U Y

P R R e
F R v e e m . . g e
,‘_._3' .('3: I s e 243 . fooaiie

: = e |
I : e -

-

agﬂgﬂ.l,,

; ,f!‘!s

3‘
]

h
g. | .5,1 |

R
-

..

18
\' - T




URBAN MARKETPLACE

Who's done this well?
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THIRD STREET ENTRY COURT

Who's done this well?
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THIRD STREET ENTRY COURT

Id

La Boqueri

Barcelona
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Wisconsin Avenue,
1951
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OUTDOOR ALLEY

Who's done this well?
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