
Background



Grand Avenue acquisition



A renaissance is underway
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 
 STREETCAR ROUTE 

 PHASE 1 FUTURE EXTENSIONS 



Our vision for the property



WESTOWN



Typically, you would write 50+ patterns 
for an area of this size.  

We wrote Six 

WRITING  PATTERNS  FOR  WESTOWN 

1. Pedestrian Continuity 
2. Short Blocks 
3. Supporting Streets 
4. Big Meets Small 
5. Street as a Room 
6. Experiential Delight 
4th Street Cultural Promenade 
A Walking Connection to the InterModal 
Ubiquitous Urban Living 
Milwaukee on Foot and Pedal 
Moveable Feast 
Portals out of Sows’ Ears 
Over the Valley on 6th…
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2. SHORT BLOCKS

ISSUE: 
Urban block size has a critical impact on 
the life of a city.  Research shows that as 
block size grows past 200’ x 200’, the 
vitality of street life diminishes.

“...long blocks tend 
almost always to be 
physically self-isolating.”  

Jane Jacobs 
The Death and Life of Great American Cities

“No vitality, no reason to go 
there, traffic, racism, fear.” 

Community Voices 
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2. SHORT BLOCKS

Sanborn Map 1900



2. SHORT BLOCKS

SOLUTION: 
Small blocks are needed throughout 
Milwaukee. Large blocks need to be broken 
up into smaller, more human-scale parcels.  
Find ways to utilize existing alleys or nooks 
as public realm spaces.  Recreate the 
historic street grid when redeveloping 
superblock building sites.

“Most blocks must be short; that is, 
streets and opportunities to turn corners 
must be frequent.” 

Jane Jacobs 
The Death and Life of Great American Cities



OBSERVED CHALLENGES: 
Many of Milwaukee’s blocks are lifeless 
and lack vibrancy. Westown average 
block size is approximately 350’ x 400’. 
Portland, Oregon—often revered as an 
urban model for vibrancy—has blocks 
that are approximately 200’ x 200’. 
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West Arcade Plankinton

Parking Structure





KEY TRANSFORMATIONS



KEY TRANSFORMATIONSLARGE OFFICE USE



ISSUE: 
Urban block size has a critical impact 
on the life of a city.  Research shows 
that as block size grows past 200’ x 
200’, the vitality of street life 
diminishes.

LARGE OFFICE USE



Who’s done this well?

LARGE OFFICE USE
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Who’s done this well?

URBAN MARKETPLACE
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URBAN MARKETPLACE
San Francisco
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Paris
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URBAN MARKETPLACE
Brussels



URBAN MARKETPLACE
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ISSUE: 
Urban block size has a critical impact 
on the life of a city.  Research shows 
that as block size grows past 200’ x 
200’, the vitality of street life 
diminishes.

THIRD STREET ENTRY COURT



SOLUTION:  
A seamless network for pedestrians is 
needed to support activity and flow.  
Develop centers of intense pedestrian 
activity every 1200-1500 feet along 
inter-connected pedestrian ways.  
Provide a continuously vibrant and 
dynamic walking experience between 
these centers, utilizing small scale shops, 
restaurants, cafes and local businesses.  
Implement traffic calming techniques 
along with way-finding strategies to help 
create an easy to follow path of travel.  

SHAPE THE PUBLIC SPACE FIRSTTHIRD STREET ENTRY COURT



THIRD STREET ENTRY COURT

Who’s done this well?



THIRD STREET ENTRY COURT
Barcelona - La Boqueria
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THIRD STREET ENTRY COURT
Boston - Faneuil Hall



Wisconsin Avenue, 
1951
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THIRD STREET ENTRY COURT
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OUTDOOR ALLEY
Milwaukee



OUTDOOR ALLEY
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Q & A


